El
F ~ g~ JANUARY 2006
A publicztion of Uhe'mmh'mgtmﬁnst ea

GUIDE TO CONTINUING EDUCATION AND CAREER ADVANCEMENT

MICHELLEREPISCY EXPRESS

PLUS: Local programs prepare students for carcers in emergency management | e4

00T 8T /95383




EXPRESY 1.15.2006

build your IT skills

at our Adington site on the Metro Line

MCSE Windows 2003 St Jaruary 2

Web Development Starts Fabruary 4

MULTI-CERTIFICATE: Stariz Fabruary
A+/Metwork+/CCHNA/MCP/Security=

Qracle 10g Certified
Associate

CISSP

Call Program Achisor Startz Fabruary
at 202 .687.4504

or emai
cpdit@gaorgsiown. edu

Starts February

CENTER for
ProFrssionaL

Ge Jll‘ﬁ.t’.l'.-‘; '.‘.‘...!-! DevELOPMENT

http://cpd.georgetown._edu
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Center for Business Excellence

L b

Improve your professional status!
Learn new skills!

Sign up NOW for these courses:
Toolks for Successful Project Management
§am.-5pm, January 26 - 27... $450

Professional Selling in the Knowledge Economy
January 25 - April 5 ... $1,595
For more information, contact:
Ellen Gray, NVCC Center for Business Excellence

7630 Lictle River Turnpike, Suite 600
Annandale Virginia 22003

703-323-4094  egray@nmvec.edu
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LEARMING THE LANGUAGE: Ana Trisan, center, teaches withflashcards at Spanish Blackbalt, a local language program.

A wealth of language
programs make
learning mas facil

éUstedes hablan espaiiol? If you
dant speak Spanish, you may
soon feel left behind. One of the
fastest-growing ethnic groups in
the 11.5., Hispanics eurrently make
up 15 percent of the population. In
Maryland, Virginia and D.C., there

are about 7 million peaple who pri-
marily speak Spanizh at home,
and in some neighborhoods, such
as the District’s Mount Pleasant
and some areas of Northern
Virginia and Montgomery
County, the language is almost,
well, necesito.

With so much Hispanic culture
around, it's no wonder that many
peaple are eager to get past por
faver and gracias. Fortunately,

The Spanish Fly

there are plenty of classes in the
area to help.

Betsy Sanford first started learn-
ing Spanish to prepare for a fam-
ily trip to Spain. That was back in
2001, and she’s been taking classes
ever since, first with Montgomery
County Adult Education and
now with Montgomery County
Community Callege. *I realize
that T dont have fluency, yet,” she
sald, “but I understand more and
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more each semester.”

Sanford has found Spanish to
be particularly helpful in her work
asamath specialist at an elemen-
tary school in Fairfax County: She
now will try to explain concepts
in Spanish to Hispanic students
and can better relate to students
who hesitate to participate in class
becanse thevre embarrassed about
their English skills.

People interested in taking a
Spanish class may want to think
about how they learn best. Do you
prefer a traditional classroom with
other students? Or individualized
tutoring?

For those who want alittle more
personalized instruction, Spanish
Elack Belt, started three-and-a-
half vears ago by Nicolas Canales,
sets people up with tutors for one-
on-one of small-group sessions.
Students get to pick their class
schedules (up to 16 hours a weel)
and classrooms (home, office, café ),
Canales said his students “want to
practice and interact in a very
informal, social, and fun environ-
ment,” said Canales. Spanish Black
Belt also has one of the coolest ways
to designate fluency levels: Using
the terminology of karate, stu-
dents work up from white belt to
black belt.

There are many options for those
who want to sign up for more tra-
ditional classes. The University
of Marvland University College,
Northern Virginia Community
College and other area schools
aoffer classes ranging from begin-
ner Spanish to advanced speak-
ing and literature courses. Many
af the classes are at night and geared
toward working adults, Students
often choose between credit and

non-credit courses; non-credit
courses are usually shorter and
less intense.

AtNVCC, courses are designed
for various types of professionals
There’s a Spanish class for health-
care workers, one for law enforce-
ment and ancther for those involved
in business. Theres even a class,
“Spanish for Heritage Speakers,”

When

learning
English, | was trying
to rationalize why
‘Kansas’ is pronounc-
ed Kansas, and Ark-
ansas is not pro-
nounced like Kansas.”

ELENA TSCHERNY
GRADUATE SCHOOL, USDA

for students who picked up some
Spanish from their parents or
grandparents but want to learn
more,

“They have the language they
speak at home, which may be
related to clothes and food, but it
is not an academic language,” said
Carmen Figuerca, who teachesthe
class, “They know how to speak and
listen but not how to read and write,
and their vocabulary is limited.”

Like many schoaols, the Graduate
School, USDA offers several types
of intreductory Spanish courses
including traditional Spanish 1
and Conversational Spanish. The
conversational class, with its focus
on speaking and listening, is “for the
student who learns through the ear,”
said Klans Luthardt, who manages

the foreign-language program for
the Graduate School. “The intro-
ductary, that’s for the student who
learns mare through the eve and
through the concepts,” he said.

Instructor Elena Tscherny says
that she empahsizes culture as
well as langauge in her elasses at
the Graduate Schaaol, TTSDA. In
addition to listening to Spanish
radio programs and being tanght
almost exclusively in the language,
students also read a Spanish play.
Mearthe end of the session, the class
goes out together fora Hispanic din-
ner and then watches the play per-
formed live.

Many students are motivated by
the increasing presence of Spanish
in their lives — either through worls,
friends or dating someone who is
Hispanic. For many professionals
who are used to being experts in
their fields, starting from square
one can be frustrating. Words roll
awlkowardly offthe tongue, and basie
vocabulary requires rote meniori-
zation. Tscherny, who emigrated
here from Peru in 1974, remembers
seeing it from the flip side. “When
learning English, I was trying to
rationalize why ‘Kansas™ is pro-
nounced Kansas, and Arkansas is
not pronounced like Kansas.”

To be sure, it can take time
to become proficient in a foreign
language. While Congresswoman
Jan Schakowsky D-IL, has taken
Spanish classes for the past five
vears, she only recently worked
up the nerve to give a speech in
Spanish. “T wanted to try, and the
andience appreciated it,” she said.
Mext, she'’s going to try to givea full
interview in the language. Good
luck, or should we say, Buenos
SUCTTE. HETSY QUERNA
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Stuclying via the Internst
opens doors to the world.

In her Harvard Extension School
environmental management
class, Lindi von Mutius and

her classmates from around the
globe debated emwironmental
ethics and discussed solutions to
international environmental crises.

What are you
doing tonight?

Lirvdi von Mokius,

ALM in Erwironmental Management "05
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Register online. Classes begin January 30.
This apring choose from 39 online courses.

www.extenslon.harvard.edu/DlstanceEd
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Now 4 (888)

478-0441

Programs and Schedules Vary by Campus

MEDICAL ASSISTANT or

MEDICAL OFFICE SPECIALIST

Diploma in 7 months

(Health InfoTech)

AQS Degree in 16 months

\vf Financial Aid If You Qualify
‘/ Job Plocement Help

HEALTH SERVICES ADMIHISTRATION

v Day ond Evening Closses
and now Weekends too!
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